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Arboretum To Host Summit on 'Designing for Pollinators' Aug. 13   

Chanhassen, MN (July 28, 2015) - Bees, Monarch butterflies and other pollinators are in 

trouble, with multiple stressors such as habitat loss, fragmentation, pesticide use, and disease all 

contributing to alarming declines in their health and biodiversity. This has serious implications 

for the health of our landscapes, our food systems, and our communities. 

Be part of the solution by attending the 2015 Pollinator Summit at the Minnesota Landscape 

Arboretum.  Scheduled for Thursday, Aug. 13, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., the symposium will 

focus on how to protect pollinators by restoring ecological functions to the urban landscape 

through design and management.   

The Pollinator Summit is open to the interested public, urban gardeners, landscape designers and 

architects, land managers, public works staff, community planners, elected officials, urban 

gardeners, educators and non-profits.  Register at www.arboretum.umn.edu/Pollinators2015.aspx 

or call 612-301-1210.  The fee is $70 for Arboretum members and conference affiliates; $80 for 

the general public. 

Nationally known experts will share the latest research in this area.  They include: Marla Spivak, 

Ph.D., MacArthur Fellow and University of Minnesota entomologist; and Tom Melius, regional 

director for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Sarah Bergmann, founder of Pollinator 

Pathway
®

, will give a keynote on "Reconnecting Landscapes in the Anthropocene" and also 

discuss "Tools for Landscape Connectivity and Pollinator Corridors."  

Offering insights on "Opportunities and Challenges in Planting for Pollinators" will be panel 

speakers Bob Engstrom, of Robert Engstrom Cos.; Fred Rozumalski of Barr Engineering Co.; 

and Ron Bowen, president and founder of Prairie Restoration.  

Additional speakers include: U of M researchers Ian Lane and Elaine Evans ("Pollinator 

Primer"); Doug Mensing of Applied Ecological Services ("Maintaining Plant Diversity"); Angie 

Durham of AD Greenroof ("Pollinator Pockets & Unconventional Spaces"); John Daniels and 

Eric Nordlie of Bachman's ("Commercial Plant Production & Integrated Pest Management").  

Plus Sarah Foltz-Jordan, Xerces Society  ("Habitat Needs for Pollinators"); Bill Carter of Prairie 

Moon Nursery ("Plant Materials & Supply") and Joan MacLeod of Damon Farber landscape 

architects (Public Perceptions – It's all in the Eye of the Beholder").  Providing public policy 

insight will be speakers Tim Power of the Minnesota Nursery and Landscape Assn. and Adam 

Arvidson, Minneapolis Park Board.   

 

To register, visit www.arboretum.umn.edu/Pollinators2015.aspx or call 612-301-1210. 

The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, the largest public garden in the Upper Midwest, is part of the University of 
Minnesota College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences.  It is located 9 miles west of I-494 on Highway 
5 in Chanhassen.  Open 363 days a year, admission is $12 for adults and ages 13 & older, free for ages 12 and younger 
and always free for members.  
      


